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The Second Africa Geothermal Center of Excellence (AGCE) Stakeholders Workshop was held at the 

Sheraton Hotel in Djibouti on 20 September 2017. The workshop was hosted and co-organized by the 

Government of Djibouti. UN Environment in collaboration with the Government of Djibouti, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs - Icelandic International Development Agency (MFA-ICEIDA), and the Africa Union 

Commission (AUC) organized the workshop under the auspices of the Interim Project Coordination Unit 

(IPCU) of Africa Geothermal Center of Excellence (AGCE).  

The pre- and post-workshop events included : (i) Djibouti Donors Collaboration meeting (19 September 

2017); (ii) Training workshop on African Geothermal Inventory  Web-GIS Database (AGID Web-GIS) (19 

September 2017); (iii) The Fifth AGCE Steering Committee Meeting (20 September 2017); and (iv) Field 

visit to the Lake Assal Geothermal Field (21 September 2017). 

  

This Second AGCE Stakeholders’ Workshop was organized in recognition of the need to inform all 

stakeholders of the African Geothermal Center of Excellence (including representatives of African 

countries and geothermal support programmes as well as development partners) of the progress that has 

been made so far in establishing and operationalizing AGCE. This was in pursuance of the decision of First 

Stakeholders workshop in Nairobi (August 2015).   

The more specific objectives of the workshop were: (i) to inform representatives of the thirteen East 

African Countries and the geothermal support programs in the region of the progress in establishing and 

operationalizing of AGCE, including its immediate commencement already through an Interim Project 

Coordination Unit (IPCU) located in, and operated by, UN Environment Africa’s office; (ii) Share 

Information on the legalization process for establishing AGCE. (iii) Outline the Strategy to undertake 

geothermal training courses, application processes and training modules under the auspices of IPCU-

AGCE, and (iv) enhance partnership and collaboration. 

 

The workshop brought together over 100 participants including .country representatives from 12 East 

African Rift System countries, Development partners, bilateral agencies, international and regional 

organizations, technical institutions and academia. These included: representatives from Burundi, 

Comoros, D.R. Congo, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, and 

Zambia. Other high-level delegates from Technical Institutions and Development Partners such as AUC, 

Bundesanstalt für Geowissenschaften und Rohstoffe (BGR), MFA-ICEIDA, Japan International Cooperation 

Agency (JICA), United States Agency for International Development (USAID), International Geothermal 

Association- Africa Regional Branch (IGA-ARB), and New Zealand Africa Geothermal Facility also attended 

in the workshop.  

 

I. THE WORKSHOP 
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Mr. Joseph Ndogo – Ministry of Energy and 
Petroleum (MoEP), Kenya 

 

 

The workshop was officially opened by H.E Mr. Mohamed Sikieh 

Kayad,  the President’s Advisor for the Economy and Finances who 

expressed his appreciation to the organizers for selecting Djibouti as 

the host of the second AGCE Stakeholders workshop. In his opening 

remarks, he indicated  that Djibouti is keen and committed to explore 

and  develop geothermal energy as the main alternative renewable 

energy resources. This is witnessed by the fact that the country has 

developed geothermal energy development strategies towards the 

objective of fast tracking geothermal energy development.   

Representatives from UN Environment, Frank Turyatunga and Ministry 

of Energy and Petroleum (MoEP) Kenya, Joseph Ndogo also graced the 

opening session.  

Frank Turyatunga urged the need for African countries to join forces 

for the establishment and operation of a successful “Africa 

Geothermal Center of Excellence-AGCE” in order to build and 

strengthen their institutional and infrastructural capacities and create 

a critical mass of geothermal scientists and engineers in the continent. 

In this regard, he underlined UN Environment’s commitment to 

provide technical support and implementation of the interim project 

strategy, with stakeholders, to advance the AGCE to operational level.   

 Mr. Joseph Ndogo from MoEP also re-iterated the commitment and 

readiness of the Government of Kenya to host the Africa Geothermal 

center of Excellence.  He indicated that, the role of the Ministry of 

Energy and Petroleum to lead and coordinate the AGCE working 

team and play an active role as a member of the Steering committee 

of AGCE could be a testimony for the Government’s commitment. 

He later added that after this interim support arrangement for the 

first two years, it is expected that the AGCE would be fully 

established and hosted by the Government of Kenya. 

Opening Session  
of the Workshop 

1.1 

H.E. Hon.– Ministry of Energy and Natural 
Resources, Djibouti 

Dr. Frank Turyatunga – Deputy Regional 
Director, UN Enviroment Africa Office 
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1. HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WORKSHOP 

H.E. Mr. Mohamed Sikieh Kayad,  
The President’s Advisor for the Economy  

Dr. Frank Turyatunga – Deputy Regional 
Director, UN Enviroment Africa Office 



 

.   

 

 

Various representatives and members of the AGCE working team have delivered a series of 

presentations delivered during this workshop. The power point presentations of this workshop can be 

accessed at:  http://theargeo.org/presentations/agce.html.      

The highlights of presentation and discussion that took place are summarized below. 

 

 

 

A representative   from the African Union Commission (AUC) 

Philippe Niyongabo – presented to participants about progress on 

the process of establishment of the African Geothermal Center of 

Excellence. Philippe highlighted the work that has been made 

immediately after the first stakeholders workshop held in August 

2015. These include: 

 Setting up of the AGCE steering committee members as 

per the recommendation of the validation workshop 

 Results and decisions of a series of four steering 

committee meetings. These decision include: (i) setting 

up of the interim project coordination unit of AGCE till 

the full-fledged AGCE is established (ii) legalization of 

AGCE as per Kenyan Law; (iii) Use of existing GDC and 

KenGen training facilities during the training that will take 

place under the auspices of the IPCU-AGCE   

 

 

 

The presentation highlighted:  

 The decision made by conference of STC in their Lome, declaration in March 2017 which stated 

that AUC and its partners would mobilize resources to accelerate the operationalization of the 

Geothermal Centre of Excellence and extend the technical and financial assistance to other 

African Member States 

 The need for Principal Agreement specifically on formation of AGCE which will encompass 

relevant African Union (AU) member states and provide avenues that member states can use to 

Presentations and Consultation with 
countries and support programmes 1.2 

Philippe Niyongabo – The African Union 
Commission (AUC) 

(A) Presentation on Progress on the process of establishment of the African 

Geothermal Center of Excellence: 

(B) Presentation on Progress on legalization of the center of Excellence 

Benchmarking of relevant organization – AG Office, Government of Kenya 
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join the AGCE. The agreement, therefore, will 

fundamentally establish the AGCE, address the 

membership to AGCE, immunities and privileges.   

 It is required the  agreement to  be forwarded to the AUC- 

Department  of infrastructure  Energy that  will in turn 

forward to the office of the legal counsel for clearance 

purpose and eventually to the chairperson for approval 

 Host Country agreement will be done to allow AGCE to be 

registered under the Kenyan law 

 Requirement for registration of AGCE under the Technical 

and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) Act, 2013 of 

the Laws of Kenya  

 Requirement for Instruments of accession – Countries that 

may not have been members in the earlier agreement will 

be allowed to join membership after registration by use of 

the instrument of accession. 

 

 

An update of the Interim Project Coordination Unit (IPCU) was made by Meseret Zemedkun. These 

include:  

 The proposal on IPCU has been approved by the AGCE steering committee and ready to start its 

operation.  

 Its   detailed plan showing activities,  timelines and budget presented 

 Activities that undertook so far in preparation for starting operation of IPCU such as pilot 

training activities, developing AGCE logo, websites and visit to KenGen and GDC facilities, 

defining of application criteria were described. 

 It is anticipated that IPCU will be launched after this workshop and will continue its activities till 

end 2018 when the AGCE is expected to have been fully set up 
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Meseret Zemedkun – Programme Manger 
 UN Environment Africa office, Energy Unit 

Castro Ogutu from the Kenyan Ministry of 
Energy and Petroleum (MoEP), 

(C) Presentation on Update on the IPCU-AGCE 

4 

 



 

One of the representatives of African countries for the 

AGCE, Kayad Moussa from Djibouti informed the 

participants that KenGen and GDC have Geology, 

Geochemistry and geophysics equipment and Laboratory 

facilities to run the geothermal training facilities under 

the auspices of the IPCU-AGCE.  

In his presentation, Kayad highlighted:  

 Representatives of the AGCE Steering Committee 

members who visited the facilities reckoned that 

KenGen and GDC have Geology, Geochemistry 

and geophysics equipment and laboratory facilities to run the geothermal training facilities 

during the interim project coordination unit of the AGCE. Further, GDC owned a drilling 

simulator that can be a very good and prominent tool for providing drilling operation training to 

African trainees. 

 The availability of various power plants from wellhead to conventional types in KenGen can also 

be used for African engineers to train in geothermal power plant development and operation. 

 By and large, the representatives of steering committee members were satisfied by the facilities 

of the two organizations and hence gave the nod in identifying KenGen and GDC as competent 

host for conducting a coordinated and harmonized geothermal training of AGCE. 

 However, it was not discussed in detail about the availability and qualification of instructors who 

can provide the training using these facilities.  

 The two geothermal pilot trainings namely: (a) Geothermal Project Management and (B) 

Geothermal Leapfrog software that were conducted during 26-30 May 2017 using the GDC and 

KenGen facilities met the requirements and needs of the trainees. 

 

 

 

 

(D) Presentation on visit to KenGen and GDC facilities 

 

Dr. Kayad Moussa – Office Djiboutien de Développement 
de l'Energie Géothermique (ODDEG) Djibouti 
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Representatives from KenGen and GDC, Peter 

Maina and Sylvia Malimo respectively presented 

the various geothermal training modules.  Four 

levels of Categories were recognized as Clients to 

develop the training modules and certificate 

courses to be offered at all levels that include: 

Client 1: Personnel with no knowledge and 

experience in geothermal science and 

engineering- (Introduction on Geothermal Science 

and Technology) This will be linked to UNU-GTP-

KenGen-GDC short training Course.  

Client 2: Personnel with limited knowledge in 

geothermal science and engineering but require 

training in all the various fields (i) Geothermal Geo-science (Geology, (Geothermal engineering-drilling 

engineering, reservoir management); (iii) Environment management and safety.   

Client 3: Personnel with adequate knowledge and experience in general Geothermal Science and 

Engineering but needs to specialize in one of the three fields: (i) Geoscience (Geology, Geochemistry, 

geophysics, hydrogeology); (ii) Engineering (Power plant and direct use) and (iii) Environment 

management and Safety.  

Client 4: Personnel's  with good knowledge of  either Geothermal geoscience and Geothermal 

Engineering but requires specialization in a specific field such as for example:  (i) Geology (Borehole 

Geology, Structural Geology etc..); (ii) Geochemistry (Gas geochemistry, isotope geochemistry etc...); (iii) 

Geothermal Utilization (Power plant operation, Direct  use application..) etc..  

Further, Peter indicated the available resources in the KenGen and GDC facilities that include; 

a. Field Equipment e.g. MT/TEM, Gravity meters, Soil Flux meters, Radon Meters, Well logging 

trucks, Coil Tubing  

b. Drill Rigs and associated components 

c. Equipped Laboratories e.g. GCs, AAS, UV-Vis, Auto-titrators, XRF, XRD, Spectro fluorometers. 

d. Power Plants 

e. Qualified Staff 

Notably, other facilities include; Geothermal SPA – a recreational facility and lecture hall, 

accommodation through collaborations with local hotels, easy accessibility to the training facilities and 

nearby Direct Use Applications for training Purposes. Current partnerships with UNU-GTP in 

implementation of training and IGA as member of Technical Advisory Team also plays a  key role in 

ensuring that the curriculum meets the quality and standards in line with the requirements in training.
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Mr. Peter Maina Ndirangu- Kenya Electricity Generating 
Company Limited, KenGen 

(E) Presentation on Training modules of existing KenGen and GDC Training Facilities   

Facilities   
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One of the representatives of African countries for the AGCE, Uwera Rutagarama, from Rwanda, gave a 

presentation on the various application processes to get access for training under the auspices of the 

IPCU AGCE-. The trainings under IPCU-AGCE will take place as soon as; 

 (i) the training module, instructors and cost-recovery of the equipment and laboratory facilities are 

confirmed  and approved; (ii) the selection criteria  for prioritizing request  of training is in place and 

(iii)Short , medium and long term geothermal trainings  are identified.  

The application processes were categorized in to three options. These include: Option 1: Proactive 

approach where IPCU is able to develop a training plan through identification of the countries training 

needs and requirements in the coming 2-5 years; (ii) Option 2: Tailored made as per the request of a 

specific country for implementation of a specific project; (iii) Option 3: Demand from support 

programmes to run a training or capacity building for a specific or a number of countries. Detail 

application process can be accessed in the AGCE website. 

 

  

 

 

Participants appreciated the presentations that were made during the workshop. The main points raised 

during this workshop: 

i. Legalization of AGCE: Participants agreed to make a reference to the Lome declaration by the 

members of Energy Ministers of STC to legalize the center of excellence. Further, participants 

suggested the Addis Ababa Declaration on geothermal Energy, a series of resolutions of the 

ARGeo biennial conferences could also be a good reference for this matter. 

ii. Involvement of members of GDC and kengen in the IPCU- Clarifications were made that two 

personnel from each organization (GDC and KenGen) are seconded to work closely with the 

AGCE working team under the framework of IPCU-AGCE. 

iii. Cost recovery to use the KenGen and GDC facilities for the training under the IPCU: It was 

made clear that the study on cost recovery is in progress. And it was clarified that the cost will 

be only on the basis of “Nonprofit” and “Not for commercial purposes”.  This will be finalized 

soon as it is one of the main requirements to start the geothermal training under the IPCU-

AGCE.  

iv. Use of other geothermal training facilities including laboratory from other African countries: It 

was agreed that all facilities in the region will be taken in to consideration for the training as 

needed and required. 

v. Capacity of KenGen and GDC as instructors of the training: It was mentioned that qualifications 

and experience of instructors of each training module will be presented to the Technical 

Advisory Team for review and evaluation. It will be feasible to bring expatriates when the gap is 

identified. 
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Discussion and consultations that 
took place after the presentation 2 

7 

(F)Presentation on Application processes for the training under the auspices of  
IPCU Facilities   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The workshop was officially closed on 21 September at the Sheraton Hotel. To mark the end of this 

workshop, USEA-Power Africa made closing remarks by appreciating the efforts of the AGCE and stated 

that the process of establishing and operation the full-fledged AGCE was in the right direction. He 

affirmed the commitment of EAGP to support when they are called upon to do so.  

Mr. Joseph Ndogo – the Government of Kenya – reaffirmed the government of Kenya’s commitment and 

support in ensuring that the establishment and operation of a successful and full-fledged AGCE. The two 

companies KenGen and GDC under the guidance of the Ministry will provide the facilities for training 

during the interim period with IPCU and afterwards. He thanked the UN Environment, MFA-ICEIDA, 

Closing  
Remarks 3 
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UNU-GTP, the member countries and other development partners for their support to make the AGCE a 

reality. 

Dr. Frank Turyatunga – UN Environment Deputy Director, thanked all the countries for their, efforts and 

commitment to the AGCE agenda. He thanked AUC for giving policy direction and the GOK for their 

commitment towards the establishment of the AGCE. He requested countries to volunteer in hosting 

similar engagement and invited them to liaise with UN Environment if their government will be ready to 

host the next workshop. He thanked the companies KenGen and GDC for the role they play in the 

establishment of the AGCE.  

The Senior Geothermal Expert- Africa Union Commission, Mr. Philippe Niyongabo thanked member 

countries for turning up in a big number and their participation in the workshop. He urged them to share 

the information they have obtained from the workshop with their governments particularly with their 

decision makers in order for them to support this crucial initiative. He also thanked the members of the 

steering committee for the efforts they have put in. The two representatives of countries in the steering 

committee (Rwanda and Djibouti) have worked hard to ensure that the interest of countries was taken 

care and he appreciated their efforts. He lauded the Government of Kenya for the key role played in the 

establishment of the AGCE and confirmed that the AUC recognizes the contribution GOK is making 

towards successful establishment of the Centre. He also thanked the development partners and other 

key stakeholders who have participated and contributed immensely towards the establishment and he 

looks forward to their further support to ensure the success of the program. Finally, he requested the 

secretariat to share information with all the participants so that they can in turn share with their 

countries and companies. 

 

 

 

 

The success of this workshop was demonstrated by (a) the valuable discussions and interactions held 

among all participants of the workshop, and (b) the Workshop resolution developed and adopted as a 

guide and tool to implement and operate a successful Interim Phase and full-fledged Africa Geothermal 

Center of Excellence. The main outputs of the workshop included:  

Output of the  
Workshop 4 
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 IPCU-AGCE was officially launched  

 Awareness created to AGCE stakeholders on the progress of establishing and operationalizing 

AGCE,  

 Strategy to undertake training courses under the auspices of IPCU- AGCE was adopted,  

 Status of legalization process of establishing of AGCE was updated and the next steps to be 

followed and implemented by Ministry of Energy and Petroleum and Africa Union Commission 

were identified. These will eventually lead to registration and hosting of AGCE in Kenya,  

 The application process for acquiring training courses under the auspices of IPCU-AGCE was 

shared and adopted,  

 The status report on the facilities at GDC and KenGen was acknowledged and its capacity to 

carry out training under IPCU-AGCE was recognized,  

 Agreed to allow use of other countries (including other ARGEO countriies)  geothermal facilities 

for training purposes  

 The role/efforts of the steering committee in spearheading the establishment and 

operationalization  of the AGCE was lauded and  composition of the Steering committee 

members were confirmed 
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Djibouti 

September 2017 

 

 

 

OUTCOME OF THE WORKSHOP 

Djibouti Resolution on the establishment and operation of 
Africa Geothermal Center of Excellence (AGCE) 



 

Preamble  

The Second African Geothermal Center of Excellence was held at the Sheraton Hotel in Djibouti on 20 September 
2017. The workshop was hosted and co-organized by the Government of Djibouti and IPCU-UN Environment. The 
workshop was sponsored by the UN Environment and Ministry of Foreign Affairs- Iceland (MFA-Iceland). 

The workshop was preceded by Donor Collaboration meeting organized by Government of Djibouti and training 
workshop on Africa Geothermal Inventory Database (AGID)  

Workshop Resolution/statement: 

Representatives of Energy/Mines of Burundi, DRC, Comoros, Ethiopia, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, Tanzania, 
Uganda, and Zambia; representatives of the African Union Commission (AUC), BGR, MFA-Iceland, UNU-GTP, Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), United States Agency for International Development (USAID), IGA-ARB, 
New Zealand Africa Geothermal facility met in Djibouti for the second stakeholders workshop of the Africa 
Geothermal Center of Excellence on 20 September 2017. 

The participants expressed their appreciation to the Government of Djibouti for hosting and to the UN 

Environment and AUC for the excellent coordination and facilitation of the workshop. The Participants appreciated 

the progress that has been made by the AGCE steering committee and the working team to make significant 

progress in establishment of the AGCE.  

The participants of this workshop: 

Realizing that severe shortages of electrical energy supply in the African region has inhibited socio-economic 
development in spite of the vast untapped geothermal resources that exist in the region.  

Considering that African countries desire to develop and utilize their geothermal resources to diversify their 
energy mix and meet the rising energy demand of their population, to ensure security in energy supply and to 
mitigate deforestation from the use of biomass as a primary source of energy.  

Recalling the UN Sustainable Energy for All initiative in the year 2012 with its three main goals of expansion of 
energy access, promotion of energy efficiency and increase of renewable energy access that have critical 
importance for poverty reduction and sustainable development in Africa  

Recognizing the Agenda 2030 on Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and Continent’s environmental and 
Sustainable Development Policy and Strategic Processes such as AU Agenda 2063 where the common Africa 
Position (CAP) harmonizes the two agendas to reflect the implementation of SDG’s e.g. SDG 7  

Recognizing that there is a significant economic growth in the region that entails a high energy demand where 

geothermal plays a significant role as one of the alternative renewable energy resources 

Realizing the absence of adequate skilled manpower that will contribute to sustainable geothermal resource 
development in the African Continent.   

Realizing the different occurrence and characteristics of the nature of geothermal systems between the western, 
eastern branches of the EARS and other rifts in Africa 

Recognizing the need to have a better understanding and knowledge of the nature of geothermal systems in Africa  

Recognizing further that there are major challenges affecting the acceleration of geothermal energy development 
that include sufficient upfront capital and low human capital.  

Recognizing the decision made by conference of STC in their Lome, declaration in March 2017 which stated that 

AUC and its partners would mobilize resources to accelerate the operationalization of the Geothermal Centre of 

Excellence and extend the technical and financial assistance to other African Member States 
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Recognizing that the declaration was endorsed by Assembly of Heads of States-July 2017. 

The participants at the workshop, in addressing the challenges of developing geothermal energy in the region, 

recommended that:  

1. The African Union continues to provide support in the legalization of the AGCE as per the 
decision made by the energy ministers in the Lome, Togo declaration.  
 
2. The Interim Project Coordination Unit (IPCU) based at UN Environment that was established to 
carry out the interim activities of the AGCE should continue its operations until the full legalization 
process is completed and AGCE is fully established. 
 
3. The training shall take place mainly at Kenya Electricity Generating Company Ltd (KenGen) and 
Geothermal Development Company (GDC) premises. It was further recommended that the trainings can 
also be done in other countries which may have facilities and capacity to carry out training. 
 
4. Training modules developed should be reviewed by Technical Advisory Team (TAT) to ensure that 
the training modules developed addresses the needs of the region and the desired quality. The meeting 
further recommended that the training shall be demand driven and TAT will be required to continuously 
review the modules and evaluate instructors. 
 
5. There should a proactive approach where the IPCU will present offered courses or that member 
countries could request for tailor made courses. 
 
6.  It was further recommended that IPCU should aggressively contact all stakeholders for grants to 
support operations of IPCU and award of scholarships for the training programmes. 
 
7. Instructors for the training programmes should be sourced from qualified experts in the region 
and globally for some specialized courses. 
 
8. The steering committee as constituted should continue to assist in operations of the AGCE. The 
meeting further recommended that the two representatives of the member countries who have been 
serving will serve another two year period until the centre is fully established to allow for continuity. It 
was further recommended that additional key stakeholders like donors and Partners should be granted 
observer status. 
 
9. It was agreed that policy and regulatory framework trainings should be considered alongside the 
technical trainings. These trainings can be held outside the designed premises of KenGen and GDC. 
 
10.   Awareness on AGCE was created at the workshop but it should be  on a continuous basis by 
constantly engaging the stakeholders 

 

 

Djibouti, Republic of Djibouti 

20 September 2017 
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In conjunction with this workshop there were other relevant events that also took place in Djibouti. 

These included:   

i. A one day training on African Geothermal Inventory  Web GIS Database, AGID Web-GIS (19 

September 2017);  

ii. Fifth AGCE steering Committee meeting immediately after the workshop on 20 September 2017, 

and  

iii. A field visit to the Lake Assal Geothermal Field be held on 21 September 2017.  

iv. A Donor Collaboration meeting held on 19 September 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. PRE & POST WORKSHOP EVENTS 

Country Focal Persons of the AGID Web-GIS 
Training Workshop 
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1. Training Workshop on African Geothermal Inventory  Web-GIS 

Database, AGID Web-GIS – 19 September 2017 



 

The Training Workshop on the Africa Geothermal 

Inventory Web-Geographic Information System 

Database (AGID Web-GIS) was held under the auspices 

of the Interim Project Coordination Unit (IPCU) of the 

Africa Geothermal Center of Excellence (AGCE). It was 

held on the 19 September 2017 at the Sheraton Hotel, 

Djibouti. 

Objective(s): the main objective of this training 

workshop on AGCID WEB GIS was to enable the 

country focal persons to manipulate and manage the 

enhanced Web-GIS database while also spurring them 

to develop their own independent raw data databases 

with the technical assistance of UN Environment. 

The training was conducted by (i) Ryan R. Ndombi, 

Database & Web Specialist, UN Environment Energy, 

(ii) Mr. Joseph Mutua, Senior GIS Analyst at 

Geothermal Development Company Ltd. (GDC) and (iii) 

Fred Wekesa, KenGen. 

Participants: Database Focal persons from the East 

African Rift System (EARS) 11 Countries member: 

Burundi, Djibouti, D.R. Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania and 

Zambia. 

Output of the training workshop:  

 (i) Focal persons  from 12 East African countries  were trained and updated on enhanced AGID WEB GIS   

All focal persons of the database noted the importance of  developing the  

(ii) The focal persons agreed that the need for development of databases for storing and safeguarding 

raw data and technical information in their respective countries under the guidance of UN Environment. 

A detailed training workshop can be accessed at: www.theargeo.org/agidworkshop.pdf   

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Remarks from right-to-left : Mr. Kayad, Dr. Frank 
Turyatunga, and Meseret Zemedkun 
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Most members of the steering committee of AGCE that include the representatives from the African Union 

Commission, Geothermal Development Company, Kenya Electricity Generating Company Ltd, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Iceland,  repesentatives  of countries (Rwanda and Djibouti) and Un Environment  attended 

this steering committee meeting. 

The Committee  members  agreed on the following actions on the basis of the discussions held on  the 

summary and outcome  of the second stakeholders workshop held on the same day. The following are key 

actions agreed by the committee: 

The members agreed that the output of the workshop is a success and  could be a basis for operation of the 

IPCU-AGCE and process of legamization of AGCE.  The steering committee members agreed on the following 

issues:  

 IPCU is now operational and recruitment of project coordinator to be completed as soon as possible.  

 A complete  independent Technical Advisory Team (TAT) from various geoscientifc and engineering 

discipline to be in place. 

 Review of the training modules to be finalized and qualification of  local instructors to be approved  

 Cost recovery of  KenGen and GDC training facilities to be completed and distributed for review 

soon.  

 Recognizing the language barriers for those coming from frnch speaking countries, members agreed  

websites and promotional materials to be prepared in both  French and English languages.  

 The legal core team to continue its benchmarking and finalize the report for submission to the 

Kenyan Attorney General soon.  

  AUC to provide assistance and advice in legalization of this center of Excellence under the Kenyan 

Law. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

2. The Fifth AGCE Steering Committee Meeting- 20 September 2017 
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Members of AGCE steering committee who attended the Fifth AGCE Steering 

committee meeting 



 

 

 

 

A one day field visit to the Lake Assal geothermal field was organized by the Government of Djibouti though 

ODDEG. More than 50 regional and international delegates participated in the field trip to Lake Assal 

geothermal prospect. This field trip created the opportunity to share the best practices and unique 

experiences of Djibouti on how to advance the geothermal resource explorations exploration and 

development in terms of power generation and to direct its use towards boosting the socio economic 

development of the country. 

The project’s catalytic reproduction effect will originate from AGCE’s capacity-building and knowledge 

development that it will encourage in Djibouti and the region. The lessons learnt from geothermal resource 

development, especially the development of independent geothermal electricity producers, will be 

disseminated to other Rift Valley countries in sub-Saharan Africa such as Ethiopia, Uganda, Tanzania and 

Rwanda, which have considerable geothermal resource development potential. 

The Lake Assal geothermal exploration prospect also demonstrated the commitment and political will of the 

Djibouti government to develop geothermal resources through the Independent Power Producers (IPP). 

 

 

 

3. Field visit to the Lake Assal Geothermal Field- 21 September 2017 
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Participants of the Field Visit to the Lake Assal Geothermal field 



 

 

 

The Government of Djibouti organized this donor collaboration meeting back to back to the Second AGCE 

stakeholders’ workshop on 19 September 2017.  

Objective (s): To inform representatives of the donor agencies on the progress in the establishment of the 

Office, its strategy, work programme, and projects being engaged or considered as additional priority targets 

with an aim of attaining 100MWe from geothermal energy of the installed capacity. 

Participants: International and regional organizations; Bilateral agencies: Djiboutian partners: Ministère de 

l’Energie Chargé Des Ressources Naturelles ; Centre D'étude et des Recherche de Djibouti (CERD); Electricité 

de Djibouti (EDD); Office National de l'Eau et de l'Assainissement de Djibouti; Agence Djiboutienne de 

Développement Durable (ADDS). 

Output: (i) Partners greeted the effort of ODDEG in terms of geothermal site identification, strategic planning 

and open partnership policy and were positive to support, both financial and technically, particularly in 

trainings, institutional capacity building, laboratory equipment, and assistance on project undertaking and 

management; (ii) UN Environment underlined the importance for ODDEG to take part to the regional 

initiative as the Africa Geothermal Centre of Excellence for which it can in particular rely for developing its 

drilling expertise; (iii) ODDEG to involve private sector  in boosting geothermal development in the country; 

(iv) Capacity building for the human resource of ODDEG is key for sustainability and experience in 

Geothermal related activities in the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Djibouti Donors Collaboration meeting – 19 September 2017 
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